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OB 5
(a‘z’?f l’,&i‘)@) Lesson 143
@’\E‘jt:'i“f Hezekiah Brings Revival
Story Elements
e Text: 2 Kings 18:1-12 ¢ Key word(s): “ "
e Setting: circa 715-709 BC, in Jerusalem e Climax: 2 Kings 18:7 And the LORD was with
e Main Characters: God and Hezekiah him; and he prospered whithersoever he went
e Plot: Hezekiah brings much needed reform to forth: and he rebelled against the king of
Judah. Assyria, and served him not.
Background

1. The different kings of Judah, following Joash, and the approximate dates of their reigns:
a) Amaziah (796-792 BC)
b) Uzziah, aka Azariah (792-742 BC)
c¢) Jotham (742-735 BC)
d) Ahaz (735-715 BC)

2. (2 Ki. 16:1-4) Ahaz was a wicked king who embraced all the sinful practices of the pagan
nations around him.
a) His wickedness knew no bounds — he even practiced sacrifice.
b) (2 Ki. 16:5-20) Ahaz plundered the temple of the LORD to help from the Assyrians
against the Syrians.
c) Later, he copied their pagan worship style, syncretising the worship of the LORD with a
Damascus-styled . Ahaz died, leaving Judah in spiritual darkness.

Revival in the Land

3. (vv 1-5) But the LORD had mercy on his people, and after the darkness of Ahaz came the dawn
of Hezekiah. Hezekiah was a godly king who went further in cleansing the kingdom Judah of

than any of his predecessors:

a) He removed the high places, something the previous kings had tolerated. The high places
were pagan spots that the children of Israel were forbidden to use (Deu. 12:2-7).

b) He smashed all the idols, including an ancient relic of great sentimental value to the
Hebrews: the brasen serpent that Moses had made in the wilderness (Nu. 21:8-9) called

. This symbol of God's mercy and the means of a miracle had become

an idol to the Hebrews.

4.(v 6) Other than David, Hezekiah was the godliest king of all kings of Judah.

a) Hezekiah's reforms were energized from a heart that “ to the LORD, and
departed not from following him, but kept his commandments, which the LORD
commanded Moses.”

b) (vv 7-8) Because Hezekiah followed God, the LORD blessed his endeavors: he successfully
cast off the yoke of the Assyrian king and also pushed back the encroaching



Application
5.With Ahaz's false altar and the Nehushtan idol, we see the two-way street of idolatry: we can
take something wicked and pretend it is godly, or we can take something godly and pervert

into .
a) Ahaz's false altar also shows us that the LORD will not be worshiped according to our
tastes, but according to his . God told Moses how to make the altar; Ahaz

disobeyed and imported what he liked from the world.

b) Nehushtan was made according to the commandment of God and was used to
miraculously deliver the Hebrews in a time of need. But hundreds of years later, it became
an idol. Matthew Henry reminds us that, “Good things, when idolized, are better parted
with than 71

6.Juxtaposed to Hezekiah's revival in chapter 18 is Hoshea's ruin in chapter 17. Hoshea, like
Ahaz, trusted in the help of other and suffered for it. But Hezekiah trusted in God.

Psalm 118:8 It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in man.
9 It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in princes.

Notes:

Answer Key: Key word(s): “clave” ¢ 2. a) human; b) buy; c) altar ¢ 3. idolatry; a) worship; b) Nehushtan e 4. a) clave; b)
Philistines ¢ 5. wickedness; a) terms; b) kept ® 6. nations

How to use this worksheet for personal Bible study: (1) Read the Bible passage given in the Story Elements section. (2) Read
through the worksheet and try to fill in the blanks without looking at the Answer Key. (3) Check your answers with the key
and make the necessary corrections. Keep in mind that some answers are a matter of opinion, and often more than one
answer is correct. (4) Write down your own thoughts, applications, and questions for further study in the Notes section.
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